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he best way to start our story is

I to describe how the Miniature
horse became part of our fam-

ily’s life. When our oldest daughter
was around 8 years old, she was diag-
nosed with a bleeding disorder called
ITP. The doctors were very con-
cerned about internal hemorrhaging
caused by a very low platelet count,
which required giving up all of her
current hobbies such as skiing and
horseback riding. Needless to say she
was not only concerned about her
health but also very depressed from
losing her activities. My wife Karen
and I had to find an activity safe
enough to help her through this.
Karen and the girls had seen some
Miniature horses a few years earlier
and were fascinated by them. We
soon researched the breed and activ-
ities associated with Mini’s and felt
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comfortable that this was a safe
enough activity for Michelle. As we
embarked on this new hobby I must
say it was not easy. It took time and
energy to locate a network of
Miniature horse owners and breeders
and to obtain information about the
care for this particular breed.
However; we did finally get connect-
ed and purchased two Miniature
horses; a yearling buckskin colt and a
weanling filly named Sunny. The colt
was for my wife, Karen (I'm still try-
ing to figure out how she managed to
get a horse!) and Sunny for Michelle.
Sunny was very sweet and tiny, only
24" tall. I could pick her up and
carry her around until she was 18
months old. Even now fully grown
she is a whopping 28 tall.

Little did we know then what an
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impact this first step into minis
would have on the future of our fam-
ily. During these first few years
Michelle wrote a few short stories
that describe some of her experi-
ences with our Miniature horses,
some of which are posted on the
American Miniature Horse
Association’s web site for all Mini
enthusiasts to read.

Let me digress just a little and give
some family history. Karen grew up
in the city and had little experience
with horses. I grew up on a wheat
farm and had a Shetland pony but
couldn’t remember how to even sad-
dle a horse let alone take care of
one. So we began educating our-
selves about horses through college
courses, magazines, talking with
trainers and owners. Michelle






